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BMAHC questionnaire responses:  MATROSOVS 2022 

QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you see as the top two barriers to creating and sustaining an adequate supply of attainable housing 

in our community? (ie. cost/time to construct, planning approval processes, Official Plan/land use plans, 

politics, community opposition, funding, etc.) How do you propose to address these barriers? 

#1 The Official Plan needs to be updated to comply with the focus on attainable housing and 

a mix of housing options that is MANDATED in the Provincial Policy Statement.  This current 

Council has approved in principle certain OP amendments that the new Council must further 

develop and implement. 

#2 We must continue to communicate the difference between attainable housing and 

affordable housing.  Certain vocal community members continue to spread information that 

adds to misunderstanding of the difference in the community.  The Town needs to work with 

BMAHC to communicate the needs, the costs of continuing to address those needs, and the 

focus on workforce and seniors attainable housing, leaving social housing with the County to 

deal with.  

2. What solutions can you suggest to help the Town and The Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation 

increase the speed of bringing attainable housing to market? 

The Provincial policy statement is clear that the Town is REQUIRED to provide for an 

appropriate range and mix of housing options and densities to meet projected market based 

and affordable housing needs and must establish and implement minimum targets for the 

provision of housing which is affordable to low- and moderate-income households.  We need 

to update our Official Plan to reflect the County Plan to do just that. If we are to consider new 

buildings greater than three storeys in select areas along the Highway 26 corridor but outside 

of the Bruce Street Core or projects greater than 40 units, then we need the tools to say to 

developers they need to incorporate attainable housing if they want to build up or build more 

units. We can set the criteria for developers to meet based on the inclusion of attainable 

housing in the intensification proposal. 

The Town must also provide support and, where needed, capital to the BMAHC to help the 

Corporation meets its mandate, while also supporting the BMAHC’s own goal to become 

financially self-supporting.  

3. What role do you think the municipal government should play in developing and delivering attainable 

housing?  

The Town must comply with the Provincial Policy Statement directives, yet neither the Town 

nor the County have done that. 

This Council endorsed in principle recommendations in Phase One of the Official Plan update 

that supports new attainable housing options and I stand by that endorsement. 
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This new Council must continue the good work of the current Council to update our Official 

Plan to reflect a firm target of 30% new housing units or units created by conversion to be 

affordable to a range of incomes. If we are to consider new buildings greater than three 

storeys in select areas along the Highway 26 corridor but outside of the Bruce Street Core or 

projects greater than 40 units, then we need the tools to say to developers they need to 

incorporate attainable housing if they want to build up or build more units. We can set the 

criteria for developers to meet based on the inclusion of attainable housing in the 

intensification proposal. 

We as a Town can set the framework to make attainable housing possible.  For example, in 

our Campus of Care project, we have secured the land and insist a proponent who wants to 

build the campus will have to include 160 units of attainable housing for health care staff.  

We can bring services up to the property line, so when development is approved and ready, it 

is not waiting for services.  That increases the value of the property which may help the Town 

make a profit on the land. 

Preferably, the Town should not be building the attainable units.  However, given the private 

sector reluctance in the past to include attainable units in developments, BMAHC has taken 

the lead to demonstrate to builders that purpose-built rentals containing a mix of market and 

attainable units is possible.  This Council has had some recent success in encouraging 

developers to include attainable units in their projects and this new Council must continue 

that work. 

4. What is your understanding of the role of The Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation and its 

relationship to the municipality in terms of governance, funding, and attainable housing objectives?  

I support the Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation (BMAHC) as an advocate, 

catalyst, and provider of Attainable Housing in our community. It is a separate entity from the 

Town, governed by its own capable Board, and now employing experts in the field of 

attainable housing.  While we send two Council representatives to that board, decisions are 

made from the perspective of the BMAHC and that is the duty of our Council representatives 

as well as the public members on the board. This is the same governance model as the two 

Conservation Authority boards to which I have been appointed by the Town of the Blue 

Mountains.  

5. What do you think The Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation is doing well? What can be improved? 

What changes would you propose be made to the organization? 

BMAHC was created in response to a longstanding housing affordability challenge in the area.  

This need has been supported by many outside studies including the more recent one by the 

South Georgian Bay Tourism Labour Task Force in 2018.  Since its creation in 2014, the 

BMAHC has been focused on delivering a secondary suite funding program that has had little 

uptake.  BMAHC has been revitalized since this current Council started in 2018.   A business 

plan has been established, and the Corporation is attempting to deliver on that plan.  COVID 

has hindered the Corporation’s ability to deliver on its objectives, but the Corporation is 
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nearing completion of a tender for the design and construction of its first purpose built rental 

project – a much needed project for the Town since literally no purpose-built rentals have 

been constructed in the Town for over 10 years.  

The Corporation has attracted new members to its Board to broaden the level of expertise on 

the Board, and the Town should assist the BMAHC in recruiting Board members from the 

community who have the time and experience to contribute to the Corporation’s success. 

While BMAHC is striving to be self-financing, the Town needs to support the Corporation’s 

early growth needs and, as with any other developer, provide financial support where 

needed for the attainable housing projects/units. 

6. Which of the following would you support if required for the financial viability of The Gateway Attainable 

Housing Project? Please rank in order of preference.  

4  capital funding in the form of grants/forgivable loan 

1  an increase in height above the three storeys currently permitted in the Official Plan 

2  an expedited planning approval process 

3  reduced property taxes for attainable rental units 

____ none of the above 

____ other: ______________________________________________________ 

Please comment on your response. 

The Town should support any attainable housing builds, whether BMAHC led or private 

sector led, with land grants, Development Charges relief, and other planning fees relief, 

as contemplated in the Town’s current Community Improvement Plan program.  That 

needs to continue and in some cases be improved upon.  I fully support the current Town 

financial support for BMAHC as the corporation is taking the lead on a critical purpose-

built worker focused project for the Town that other private builders have avoided.  The 

costs to not do so are multiple times the cost of the Town’s investment in this project. 

Now is not the time to “blow up” the BMAHC, nor is it time to put everything on hold and 

reassess the need! The need is now critical and the costs of inaction now showing up in 

the Town’s budget as well as pressures on local business. 

The Town needs to continue to take the firm step to implement attainable housing 

targets for future private sector development projects – as is currently MANDATED in the 

Provincial Policy Statement.  This target setting should be reviewed annually as part of 

the budget process so that performance can be reviewed, and any needed future 

investments should be considered if necessary to make progress.  
 


